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STATE. 065609 «=> . . 

NOD IS ^ ^ 8c?; 

j I. As you know President will be addressing nation on ^.VN/I^ 

i _c= 

attacks on Cambodian sanctuaries 9:00 p.m. EDT tohight ^8:00 a.m. 


May 1 Phnom Penh time). . * 

. , You /^soonest 

' iao^g^iS^Kg^^gax/should call,/6n General Lon Nol to explain aicXXfifc in 
strict confidence ^ i 

/main themes in the President's speech, as follows: 

2. The President will emphasize that main purpose of U.S. 
forces going into Communist Vietnam-occupied territories in I 
Cambodia is for the purpose of protecting US lives. After 
emphasizing our continuing commitment to Cambodia's neutrality 
and integrity, President will describe Communist Vietnamese 
build-up in sanctuary areas with resulting increased threat 
to our forces in Cambodia, as well as to Cambodia itself. Con- 
fronted with this situation, USG was faced with three choices: 

' ' • ‘I 

(a) Do nothing, which would have had practical result of un- j 
r<isks>, - j ■ 

acceptable /loessspmssSEsx, (b) massive military assistance to 
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Cambodia, but would be difficult to deliver sufficient arms 
in time to cope with the danger, though we shall do our best j 

i 

in concert with other nations to equip Cambodiarj military with i 

small arms; (c) clean out sanctuaries. Latter is course we i 

propose to take in cooperation with forces of SVN. The initial! 
at 

thrust was /Vietnamese Communist sanctuaries in Parrot's Beak. 

Joint US/ARVN operations under US command are now being 

undertaken in another area (President's speech will not 

specify the area but you may inform Lon Nol that it is in area 
a /few'/kilqme'ters .South and) COSyN 

i^East ofKimot^m where /Q3SSBSX. headquarters are located 
but where.no Cambodians residing.) 

I 

3. President wili leave implication that whether further | 

sanctuaries will be hit will depend on behavior of enemy. ! 

We eager to negotiate. All channels remain open. But enemy 
has refused to negotiate in good faith. Now is the time to 
do so. President will make clear that ARVN and US forces have 
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1 U. 


no intention of staying in any of cross-border areas of 
Cambodia now occupied by Vietnamese Communist forces. 


n 


4. Assume Lon Nol's response to the news of this new operation 

will be the same as it was for the Parrot's Beak" operation and 
that he will handle it publicly the same way. In this con- 
nection we thought .that Cambodian comment .as reported by 
Reuters today was excellent.. GOC military spokesman quoted 
as saying that no ' Cambodian troops were taking part in 

I 

Parrot's Beak operation and that only news of operation reached 

; ' ' | 
Phnom Penh by foreign news broadcast; "However, a top Govern- 
ment official said under questioning that nothing aimed at i . 
driving the Viet Cong from Cambodian territory could be con- 
sidered a threat to Cambodian neutrality." Asked if SVN/US 
incursions into Cambodia might not constitute a threat to 
its sovereignty, the. official replied: "No, not if they were 


trying. to drive out the Viet/ Cong." 

5 . That is our purpose pure and simple. Would appreciate 
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We will be sending you soonest full text President’s speech. 
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